
THE PRESBYTERIAN HOSPITAL IN THE CITY OF NEW YORK 
T H E  I N S T I T U T E  O F  O P H T H A L M O L O G Y  

THE SLOANE HOSPITAL FOR WOMEN 
S22 WEST l S 8 T H  STREET 

NEW YORK. N. Y. 

A p r i l  5, 1939 

Dr .  Virginia Apgar 

Dear D r ,  Apgar: 

and D r .  Watson it was agreed that, u n t i l  fur ther  
decision, i t  w a s  wise not t o  use cyclopropane or 
ethylene i n  the anesthesia on the operating room 
floors. 

Yesterday a t  a conference w i t h  Dr. Squier 

It w a s  felt that, although the incidence 
of explosion may not be greater,  even though we 
felt that t o  be a debatable point, if we should 
have an explosion a t  the present time w i t h  such a 
recent one appearing i n  the public press we would 
be held responsible by both the public and the 
management o f  the hospi ta l  f o r  using a form of 
anesthesia that ca r r i e s  w i t h  it an unusual r i sk ,  
It was f e l t  advisable t o  have this understood 
by a l l  the dnes the t i s t s  so that i f  operators ask 
f o r  these anesthesias, they should be t o l d  that  the 
heaUs of  the three surg ica l  services had decided 
on discontinuing it for the time being. 

A t  Sincepbly yours, , 

S208 


